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tRAditiOnAL 
pROpERty
Left Susie’s  
home is full of 
period features 
and character, 
and has been 
renovated to  
suit Susie’s style

OLd bEdROOM
Right Susie 
decided that  
it was worth 
sacrificing one  
of the bedrooms 
in order to  
create a first- 
floor bathroom

tHE OwnER 
Susie Delaney (left), who is an 
operations manager

tHE pROpERty 
A three-bedroom Edwardian 
townhouse

tHE LOCAtiOn 
Wallingford, Oxfordshire

wHAt SHE SpEnt 
Susie’s bathroom project cost 
around £25,000

fACt fiLE

WOrDS Jo MessengeR PhOtOgrAPhS FRaseR MaRR

Susie Delaney redesigned the upstairs of  
her home to gain a beautiful spa-style space

 ‘I turned a spare  
bedroom into a  
luxury bathroom’

bEfORE

As soon as I walked through the  
front door of this house, I just knew 
that I wanted it. With high ceilings 

and lots of period features, it felt like home 
straight away,’ says Susie of the Edwardian 
property she bought back in 2005.

‘It has a lovely feel to it, with lots of 
character,’ she adds. ‘It is built on the old 
Saxon wall that once surrounded the town,  
so the ground floor is split-level, with the 

living room at the front of the house  
and the kitchen lower down at the back, 
reached by a staircase. Although the  
house looked a little dated, it wasn’t in  
bad condition at all for an old property.’

Immediately after moving in, Susie 
pulled down the partition wall between 
the living room and home office to make 
one large space. Over the following years, 
she stripped all the floors and replaced the 

nEw dESign
The centrepiece in the 
new space is the Kohler 
evok bath, featuring  
the energy+ whirlpool 
system. The concealed 
thermostatic valve and 
shower set are from 
Perrin & Rowe. Instil 
Design supplied all the 
brassware, sanitaryware 
and the travertine tiles 
covering the bath, walls 
and floor. The window 
shutters are from The 
California Company
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bEdROOM COnvERSiOn

exPeRT TIP
Electric underfloor  

heating elements can be  
installed directly beneath tiles  

and will only increase the  
floor height by 3-4mm.  
they cost £30-60 per m2  

when installed

modern radiators with traditional ones 
from a reclamation company. the kitchen 
was refurbished and the whole house 
redecorated. ‘I do my own decorating  
and have a go at small DIY projects, such 
as replacing skirting board or putting up 
lights,’ she explains.

the one thing that Susie wished for, 
though, was an upstairs bathroom. there 
was one on the ground level but nothing 

on the first floor. In 2011 she decided to 
convert the loft into a guest-cum-home 
cinema-room, and to convert one of  
the first-floor bedrooms into a luxury 
bathroom. ‘I felt that I could sacrifice  
one of the bedrooms as I was gaining an 
extra one in the loft,’ says Susie. ‘I decided 
to use the second biggest room so that  
I could create a spa-style space with a bath 
and a walk-in shower, plus the room had  

a fireplace that I thought would look 
amazing in the scheme.’

After researching local bathroom 
companies, Susie asked designer Martina 
Landhed from Instil Design to come round 
and share her ideas. She was looking for  
a company to oversee the whole project, 
and had a very specific brief for a calming 
spa-like room in muted tones. ‘I had been 
planning this for many years so I knew 
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Despite these initial changes at the start 
of the project, Susie was surprised at how 
they both came up with similar ideas, right 
down to choosing to use wallpaper on the 
wall with the fireplace. ‘I had considered 
asking for a seat, too, but thought I was 
being silly,’ she recalls. ‘then I looked at 

the plans and saw 
that one was to be 
incorporated into  
a wall-hung vanity 
unit. Also included 
was a flush-to-the-
ceiling showerhead, 
which I’d wanted 

but thought I couldn’t have as the ceiling 
slopes along the window wall.’

Martina designed two bespoke wall- 
mounted units with push-open Shaker-
style doors. the top of one is the seat, with 
a single long drawer below. this is offset 
from the other unit, which sits beneath an 
undermounted basin, travertine worktop 
and upstand. Storage was a big part of  
the design, as Susie wanted to keep all the 
surfaces clutter-free for a classic spa feel. 

travertine tiles were used for the walls 
and flooring, with underfloor heating 

xHEAd
Culpa qui imodita 
temporectese re 
volorerunt arum 
vernam rernat.
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quam ilissit, 
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fiREpLACE
above Susie was keen  
to keep this traditional 
fireplace, but refreshed the 
look with Dimity paint by 
Farrow & Ball (far right) 

fEAtuRE unitS
Right Designer Martina 
made the units, painted in 
Smoked Trout, and the wall 
behind is painted in Archive, 
both by Farrow & Ball

SHELving
Left Niches in the stud 
wall are useful for 
storage space – the 
ideal size for toiletries 
or a glass of wine. The 
Lombardo mirror is 
from The Chandelier 
& Mirror Company

‘I had been planning  
this space for many  

years, so I knew 
exactly what I wanted

‘

bEfORE

what I wanted,’ Susie recalls. ‘Straight 
away, Martina understood the kind of 
scheme that I wanted to create, and we 
got on so well that in the end I didn’t ask 
any other companies to come and quote.’

Susie was keen to enhance the 
traditional fireplace with timeless fixtures 
and fittings, and wanted lots of lighting 
options so that she could dim everything  
in the evening but still have the choice of 
brighter lighting for doing her make-up. 
‘Initially, I had thought about positioning  
a freestanding bath in the centre of the 

room, but I decided to have a whirlpool 
bath and it needed to be boxed in,’ she 
says. ‘I didn’t want to have to dance 
around in the shower waiting for the right 
temperature either, so a thermostatic 
shower mixer was also top of my wishlist.’

After a few tweaks, the project soon got 
underway. ‘the layout was the same as in 
the original design, but I soon realised Susie 
and I didn’t share the same idea of what 
was modern,’ says Martina. ‘I reviewed the 
product specification to be more classic 
and got the look that Susie wanted.’
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tHE COntACtS
Bathroom design, fixtures and fittings  
Martina Landhed, Instil Design, 0800 677  
1040, Instil-design.co.uk
Installation and decoration David  
Carrier Bathrooms, 07775 533108, 
Davidcarrierbathrooms.co.uk 
Wallpaper and paint Farrow & Ball
shutters The California Company
Mirror The Chandelier & Mirror Company

tHE pLAnS

AftER

tHE COStS

£15,117

£10,000
£200

£25,317

Fixtures and fittings 
Installation and 

decoration
Shutters

ToTaL

a large first-floor bedroom has become 
a spacious bathroom with a whirlpool 
bath and a wet room-style shower 
area. The loft has also been converted 
into a new guest room, replacing the 
bedroom lost due to the work

My top tip 
‘Think about how you are going to use 
your space to make sure it suits all your 
needs. While I love my large ceiling 
showerhead, it’s not practical for the days  
I don’t want to wash my hair. For that 
reason, I asked the designer to include a 
hand shower as well. It was a good choice 
and now I have the best of both worlds.’

My best idea 
‘When it came to choosing a wallpaper for 
the bathroom, I wanted a subtle pattern 
rather than a design that would make  
a bold statement. It had to work with the 
travertine floor tiles rather than contrast 
with them, and I ended up selecting the 
same Farrow & Ball wallpaper that’s in  
my living room. I didn’t like the idea of it 
at first, but it soon grew on me and I like  
how the two spaces link together.’

Window treatments 
‘Shutters are a great option for a bathroom 
window, letting in light when needed  
but providing privacy at night. A blind 
wouldn’t have worked with my spa-style 
interior, but the shutters add a little 
character and look great with the 
period-style sash window.’

My favourite design 
‘I love my whirlpool bath. It came with  
a bath pillow that is held on with suction 
cups, and I specified I wanted a model  
with water jets for my feet – essential for  
relaxing after a long day at work. I also 
chose a thermostatic valve for the bath 
filler and deck-mounted hand shower  
so that I wouldn’t have to fiddle around 
getting the temperature right.’

Lighting options 
‘It was important for me to be able to 
control the lighting in the room for 
various purposes, as well as to achieve 
different effects during the day and 
evening. The finished scheme includes 
ceiling downlights, with LED downlights  
in the recessed niches by the bath and in  
the shower, an LED strip along the top  
of the bath wall, and an opulent chandelier 
as a central focal point.’  

Inspired by Susie 
Delaney’s scheme? 
Follow her tips for 
your own renovation

My project notes

installed so that they aren’t too cold to 
walk on. A tall skirting tile was cut for the 
walls that were painted or wallpapered, 
and the edges polished. ‘these were cut to 
mirror the height of the wooden skirting  
in the rest of the house,’ says Susie. 

the project took four-and-a-half weeks 
in total, partly because one of the wall 
units was damaged in transit and had to 
be replaced. But after having spent so long 
planning her perfect bathroom, Susie was 
thrilled that it was finally coming together.

‘Swapping a bedroom for a bathroom 
was a big decision,’ she says. ‘Now, when 
I’m relaxing in the bath with a glass of 
wine and the lights dimmed, I know that  
it was definitely the right one for me.’  

Right The 
concealed 
ceiling 
showerhead 
subtly blends 
in with the 
room design

Left silvergate 
wallpaper, 
£98 per roll, 
Farrow & Ball

Below These 
shutters from 
The California 
Company  
are simple  
and modern, 
making a 
feature of the 
sash window

Right A small 
stud wall 
conceals the 
thermostatic 
valve for the 
bath, keeping 
the space  
neat and 
clutter-free
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